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doorway, he met a king's slave named Alvaro Vique who was coming
out with a horse belonging to deponent, and said to him: 'Sir,
mount this horse, for you are tired.' So deponent mounted the horse
and with Captain Cornas, on foot, went to the wharf to which the
frigate Napolitana had just come up. Deponent ordered Captain
Pedro Cornas: 'Embark in that frigate and go to the galleys and tell
Captains Martin Gonzalez and Juan de Castafieda, since they have
the key to the chain, to take those two galleys out to Boca Chica, die
(p. 121) who must or live who may. In any event, to go out with the
galleys', for deponent was going to the bridge, since it was now day,
to assemble two or three hundred harquebuses and turn on the
enemy, who would readily be dispersed, for they were in the streets in
small parties often or half a dozen. Therefore Captain Cornas went
on board and went to the galleys and gave this order to their
captains.
Deponent went to the bridge and found none of ours, for all had
crossed the bridge, to the side where the Franciscan monastery is,
with the governor. Deponent saw only Captain Martin Polo coming
along Negrete Street with fourteen or fifteen men, the rest of his
company having deserted him, and he was making for the bridge
to save himself. There this captain made what stand he could.
Seeing Captain Martin Polo in Negrete Street deponent rode to
the bridge at full gallop and arrived where the governor was, with
some 300 harquebusiers. On coming up he shouted out to them:
'What shame is this, gentlemen! Spaniards, now that it is light let
us return to the enemy, for our friend Martin Polo is still in the city!
Let us go thither!' And some 200 harquebusiers made to cross the
bridge. But when they got there, almost to the end of the bridge,
and again saw the enemy, once more the townsmen turned and fled
as they had fled from the Caleta and left deponent alone.
He withdrew to where the governor had halted, whither all the
people had returned, flying from the bridge, and in great anger
deponent said: 'Devil take it! (p. 212) What chicken-hearted
cowards all these have today shown themselves to be!'
Next deponent saw a convict from one of the galleys and said to
him: 'What's this?' And the convict replied: 'What does your honour
expect? Turn your eyes and you will see the galleys gone aground.'
Then deponent looked and saw the galleys aground a very little
beyond Jesamani. He saw many of their men, convicts and soldiers,
and said to a group of soldiers from the galleys: 'What does this
mean, gentlemen?' To which they replied: 'We can tell your honour
only that we besought Captain Juan Castafieda, who was on board